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Education for Life
Creating Opportunity
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NEW 2009 P&C ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE

Last Monday saw the 2009 Annual General Meeting
of our school P&C Association. My sincere thanks to
the many hard working folk who dedicated
themselves to last year's committee and its many &
varied projects - we can all take pride in the
achievements of the Kingsthorpe school parent
community and the united efforts of families in
support of our school.

Congratulations to the following parents who have
been elected to this year's P&C Executive &/or
committee positions:

- President: Mr Daryl Green

- Vice President: Mrs Sue Lister

- Secretary: Mrs Monica Green
- Treasurer: Mrs Justine Soper
- OSHC Liaison: Mrs Sue Lister

Mrs Sharon Stallan
Mrs Megan Hay

Ms Shannon Meara
Mrs Danielle Abraham

- Tuckshop Co-ordinator:
- Uniform Co-ordinator
- Fundraising Co-ordinators

We look forward to working in partnership with the
new committee members as we strive to continue the
positive growth of Kingsthorpe SS and the support of
our children.

SCHOOL TUCKSHOP RE-OPENS TOMORROW

Last week we advised that plans are in place to re-
open our School Tuckshop. Under the direction of
Co-ordinator, Mrs Sharon Stallan, the first day of
Tuckshop will be tomorrow, Friday 20" B February.
Thank you to those generous folk who've already
offered to assist - we would welcome more willing
volunteers to help share the rostered days.

If you can help on either a regular or casual basis,
Sharon would greatly appreciate a call on
0437237620.

Information about the new menu, prices and
arrangements were distributed to all families
yesterday.

SPORTING HOUSE CAPTAIN ELECTIONS

We're looking forward to undertaking an election of
Sporting House Captains at school tomorrow (Friday).
Twelve of our Year 7 students have nominated for
election & have prepared platform speeches to
present to their peers, outlining the qualities &
strengths that they would each hope to bring to the
leadership role. Following the school assembly all
Year 2-7 children will return to classes where they will
undertake a secret ballot to elect one Boy & one Girl
Captain to each of our two sporting houses,
Cunningham and Leichhardt. We'll reconvene a brief
whole school assembly at 2.55pm tomorrow
afternoon to announce the names of successful
House Captains. A more formal presentation of
badges (once available) will occur within the following
few weeks. Good luck children!

KINGSTHORPE SCHOOL CAPTAINS ATTEND
WILSONTON CAMPUS LEADERS
PRESENTATION

| was pleased to be able to take our new
Kingsthorpe School Captains to a special function
in Toowoomba last week. Captains Zane Sharp,
Lillian Lohse, Brent Hite-Lennane & Emily
Kratzmann proudly represented our school for their
first formal occasion by attending the TSHS
Wilsonton Campus School Leaders Presentation.
The High School Captains were formally ‘invested’
into their new roles before an assembled audience
of invited guests (including us), parents and all
Year 8-10 Wilsonton students.

Our attendance was all the more pleasing as two of
the 4 Wilsonton Leaders, (Heidi Corbett & Alix
Scotney,) are past Kingsthorpe students. The
ceremony also recognised Year 9&10 students
through the presentation of Gold/Silver/Academic
awards - again, Kingsthorpe was well represented
by 17 past students receiving these awards.

Joining Kingsthorpe SS Captains were Wilsonton Campus
Leader Heidi Corbett and Jim Penfold (2009 TSHS Boys
School Captain) - both past Kinsgthorpe students.

VICTORIAN BUSHFIRES APPEAL

Congratulations and thank you to all Kingsthorpe
families who kindly supported our school’s Free
Dress Day last Friday with gold coin+ donations.

As a result of your generous efforts, our school was
able to add $630.90 to the appeal - well done!

Our donation has now been added to a special fund
mounted by a collection of Toowoomba District
Schools who also undertook similar fundraisers -
the exciting news is that as of this week, the
combined Toowoomba District State Schools
fundraising total exceeded $31 500 !!!

Total proceeds are soon to be presented to the Red
Cross to support families affected by the
devastating destruction & losses sustained through
the bushfires.

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION - FORTNIGHTLY

A reminder that our school newsletter is produced
fortnightly, for distribution via the eldest child in the
family each second Thursday. The next edition is
planned for 5 March, 2009.




LATE TEACHER TRANSFER

We were advised by the Education Qld District Office last
Friday that our itinerant Technology teacher, Mr Richard Keene,
was to be transferred, effective from Monday 16 February.
Following the final submission of enrolment numbers by all
schools in Week 2 each year, there is always the possibility of
late staff movements. For the past two years Mr Keene has
been working as an ICT teacher across 3 schools each week.
As disappointed as he was to be leaving us, Mr Keene was
pleased however, to be permanently posted to one school
where he will be now teaching a Year 4/5 class.

I am currently in negotiation with Ed QId to arrange for the
appointment of a replacement ICT teacher, and will advise
when a suitably qualified teacher has been appointed. In the
interim our class teachers will continue to develop our student’s
technology program using both the classroom computers and
our well equipped lab.

STUDENT MORNING ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL

A reminder to families that students should not be arriving at
school before 8.00am each morning. Staff are not rostered to
provide supervision duties before school and as such, students
arriving at school before 8.00am are placed at greater risk. Our
P&C Association’s Outside School Hours Care Centre in E-
Block opens at school each morning at 7.00am and can provide
a supervised program for families where work commitments
require parents to leave early for work. The program runs from
7.00am - 8.45am daily at a modest cost - enquiries welcome.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION - YEARS 1-7

A number of Religious Instruction participation forms are still
outstanding. Additional forms are available from the school
office. We would ask that all families please complete & return
these forms ASAP. Thank you.

INTERNET & MEDIA PERMISSION FORMS

A number of the Internet & Media Permissions forms are still
outstanding. Itis a departmental requirement that these form
are filled in and returned to school for entering the relevant
permission codes into our Student Management System.
Additional forms are available from the School Office.

All forms need to be back at school by Thursday, 26 February —
No Permission Form — NO access to Internet by students.

MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION AT SCHOOL

School staff are not to administer prescription medications,
unless they meet the accountability of a written request from a
parent/caregiver and the medication includes an original
pharmacy label detailing the name of the person authorised to
take the medication, dosage, time to be taken and medical
practitioner's name. A letter from a medical practitioner may
also need to be provided to authorise administration of
medication.

The administration of over-the-counter medications, including
analgesics and homeopathic medications, are subject to the
same accountabilities as prescription medications.

THANK-YOU

Thank you to Mrs Michelle O’Reilly for recently donating
valuable time and materials to make removable and washable
covers for the sick bed mattresses.

Happy Birthday wishes this week to: & )
Guy C, Alex D, Zane S and Joshua B }//

HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD WITH WRITING

Everyday tasks such as making a shopping list can help
improve your child’s writing skills. Our school encourages
all parents to help their children with their writing at home.
Here are a few ideas to get you started:

ask your child to make a greeting card for a special
occasion

talk about the different ways we use writing (making
lists, writing messages or notes)

make personalised scrap books with your child — glue a
photo or picture your child chooses onto a page and
ask them to write words or sentences about the picture
create a special place for your child to write. Providing
writing materials, such as an easel or blackboard with
scrap paper and pencils, makes a great environment to
experiment with writing

set up some plastic letter tiles or magnets for your child
to play with or a keyboard to spell out or type words.

For more information and ideas on how you can support
your child’s writing visit
www.education.qgld.gov.au/parents/map/

THE EDUCATION TAX REFUND

Please find the attached item from the Commonwealth
Government regarding the Education Tax Refund

Kindest regards,

Craig Barron
PRINCIPAL

CELEBRATING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

STUDENTS OFTHE WEEK - Week 2:

Congratulations to the following children who were our
Students of the Week presented on 6 February.

P Brianna D P/1 Sophie-Ann W
2/3 Kye S 3/4 Jacinta W
4/5  Jordan K 5/6 Briannah B

6/7 Helainer G
CITIZEN OF THE WEEK :

o
Congratulations to Guy C - Citizen of the Week ‘ A,‘
presented on 6 February.

STUDENTS OFTHE WEEK - Week 3:

Congratulations to the following children who were our
Students of the Week presented on 13 February.

P Leanna D P/1 Jacob H
2/3  Symantha C 3/4 Zac S

4/5 BenL 5/6 Samuel K
6/7 DylanB

CITIZEN OF THE WEEK :

,.‘
Congratulations to Jay C - Citizen of the Week ‘:
presented on 13 February.




P & C ASSOCIATION NEWS

The Education Tax Refund — Get 50% back

Next General Meeting

The next General Meeting of our P&C Association will be held on
Monday 16" March at 3.30pm in the school staffroom.

All interested families are invited to attend and will be made most
welcome.

Qutside School Hours Care Centre at School

| would also like to draw your attention to the OSHC service offered
within our school, if you have not already done so please contact
Denise Murphy(co-ordinator) to enroll your child. Outside sport
service providers, craft activities and quality care make this a
valuable addition to the Kingsthorpe State School. If you are
considering casual care or a more regular booking, your child must
be registered, information booklets are available at OSHC located in
the 2,3,4,5 block.

School Uniform Shop For Shirt Sales

Megan Hay, our Uniform Shop Coordinator in 2009 can be
contacted on 0431 736 853 to organize an appointment before or
after school.

SCHOOL DENTAL VAN

Contact number for the school dental van is 0407375354 for
enquiries.

COMMUNITY NEWS

For Injured and Sick Wildlife - contact our local ¢ arers;_
Wildlifes Welfare Carers Inc
Available 24hrs
Voluntary Organisation
12 Hamlyn Road, Oakey Q 4401
Ph: 46912675 Mob: 0417070337

EXCHANGE STUDENTS IN NEED OF VOLUNTEER
HOST FAMILIES

Have you ever considered introducing your own children to an older
international sibling? World Education Program is looking for
Volunteer Host Families for International Students arriving in July
2009.

Our Secondary School students from France, Germany, Italy, and
Belgium are keen to start corresponding with a family they can call
their own and learn about the place they will call home.

If you would like more information on becoming a Host Family,
please contact Nikki Medwell for your information pack:

Inbound Exchange Administrator World Education Pro gram

Ph: (03) 9598 4733

Fax: (03) 9598 4233

Toll Free: 1300 884 733

Email: nikkimedwell@wep.org.au

MUSIC LESSONS — YOUR HOME OR MINE

(Wellcamp — next to school)
For PIANO, KEYBOARD,ORGAN
or ACCORDION lessons

SHIRLEY MUNDT (ATCL, T.mus.A, L.mus.A)
Ph 46938537

KAWAI PIANO FOR SALE
vgc - $2500

Under the new Education Tax Refund, parents and others
who are eligible can now claim 50% of their eligible
education expenses up to $750 for primary students and
$1500 for secondary students.

This means you could receive a refund each year of up to
$375 for each primary and $750 for each secondary school
student in your care.

Are you eligible ?

To be eligible you must have received Family Tax Benefit
Part A for each child whose education expenses you wish
to claim. You can also claim the Education Tax Refund if
you were stopped from receiving Family Tax Benefit Part A
because your child received any of the following:
- Youth Allowance (student) aged 18

Disability Support Pension

ABSTUDY

the Veterans’ Children Education Scheme

the Student Financial Supplement Scheme

a scheme under s258 of the Military Rehabilitation

and Compensation Act 2004

an Australian Postgraduate Award.

Independent students are also eligible to claim.

What can you claim_?

You can claim the purchase, lease, hire or hire-purchase
costs, repairs and running costs of:
- laptops, home computers and associated costs — for
example, internet and paper
educational software, printers, USB flash drives,
disability aids to assist in the use of computer
equipment for students with special needs
stationery and art supplies
school textbooks and associated learning materials
trade tools and safety equipment for secondary school
trade courses.

Some of the expenses you cannot claim include
school fees or the cost of school uniforms, school
excursions or travel to and from school, musical
instruments or sporting equipment, clothing or
footwear. For a more comprehensive list visit
www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au

When can you claim _?

You can claim your education expenses in your 2009 tax

return. If you do not have to lodge a tax return, you will be
able to lodge a separate claim with the Tax Office from 1

July 2009.

Remember, you need to keep all receipts for
expenses you claim.

If your education expenses in one year are more than the
claim limit for your children, you can add the excess to
your education expenses for the following year.

For more information:
visit www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au
phone the Tax Office on 13 28 61.




